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Agenda 
 
Sunday, February 11, 2018 
3:00 p.m. Pre-Summit Workshop: Using your Joint Commission Accreditation to leverage effectively 

managing and monitoring the needs of patients requiring specialty pharmacy 
 

Workshop Objectives: 
• Identify how pharmacies can leverage their Joint Commission accreditation to improve 

patient compliance, ensure responsive care, and promote positive patient outcomes. 
• Explore the unique characteristics of accreditation with The Joint Commission and how 

they can robustly evaluate your specialty pharmacy practice. 
• Brief introduction to The Joint Commission accreditation process. 
• Overview of the complimentary resources that continuously support compliance and 

performance excellence throughout a three-year accreditation cycle. 
 
5:30 p.m. Opening Reception 

 
Join your fellow Summit attendees for cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. 

 
 
Monday, February 12, 2018 
7:00 a.m. Specialty Pharmacy 101 Breakfast Session (Optional) 
  Harry Travis, President and CEO, etectRx 
 
8:00 a.m. Welcome and Introductions 
  John VanEeckhout, PharmD, Chief Pharmacy Officer, Paventia Health 
  Linea Wilson, Chief Strategy Officer, Paventia Health 
 
8:15 a.m. The US Specialty Pharmaceutical Market: Trends and Outlook 
  Doug Long, Vice President, Industry Relations, IQVIA 
 

This session will focus on trends and future launches of new specialty medications by 
pharmaceutical manufacturers.  The launch of new medications into the specialty space 
provides hospitals with a timeline to gain or find access to new specialty therapies.  This session 
will be filled with facts, figures, and logical projections regarding the current state and trends in 
specialty medications. 

 
  



 
Paventia Health 
2018 Hospital Specialty Pharmacy Summit 

February 11 – 13, 2018 • Tempe, Arizona 
 

 

9:15 a.m. Biosimilars: Will Awareness and Utilization Make a Difference? 
  Steven Lucio, AVP, Center for Pharmacy Practice Excellence, Vizient 
 

The introduction and prescribing of biosimilars could save billions of dollars in health care 
spend over the next decade. The barriers to realizing these savings center on physician 
familiarity and experience with the products, as well as regulatory and marketplace 
uncertainties.  This session will provide attendees with an overview of the current biosimilar 
marketplace and what pharmacy leadership can do to raise awareness on the utility of these 
products as alternatives to branded biologics and operationalizing the formulary evaluation for 
use in hospitals. 

 
10:15 a.m. Morning Break 
 
10:30 a.m. Product Access:  Manufacturer Limited Distribution and Dispensing of Future Medications 

John Cervione, Managing Partner, Blue Fin Group 
 

Many specialty medications are being limited to select specialty distributors and/or specialty 
pharmacies.  This session will provide an overview of the limited distribution and dispensing 
selection process and how hospital-based specialty pharmacies can access these medications 
for patients. 

 
Noon  Networking Lunch 
 
1:30 p.m. Payer Access Strategies for Hospital-Based Specialty Pharmacies 
  Steve Zabriski, RPh, MBA, Senior Specialty Pharmacy Executive, Acentrus Rx 
   

Specialty pharmacy brings a new approach to payer contracting strategies for hospitals.  This 
session will provide insight into how a hospital pharmacy can leverage its specialty pharmacy 
services to preserve existing medication revenue and grow through reimbursement of specialty 
prescriptions not currently dispensed by the hospital. 

 
2:15 p.m. Real Life Experience:  Specialty Pharmacy Business Development and Hospital Contracting 
 Kevin Colgan, MA, FASHP, Vice President, Chief Pharmacy Officer,  

The University of Chicago Medicine 
 
 Building or enhancing your hospital based specialty pharmacy is about learning from peers who 

have been successful in developing their own specialty pharmacy program and supporting 
other ambulatory value add services such as central fill and home infusion.  This session will 
provide attendees with a real-life approach to specialty pharmacy business development 
including business pro forma creation, managed care interactions, payer contracting strategies 
and the benefits of accreditation.     

 
  



 
Paventia Health 
2018 Hospital Specialty Pharmacy Summit 

February 11 – 13, 2018 • Tempe, Arizona 
 

 

3:15 p.m. Afternoon Break 
 
3:30 p.m. Specialty Pharmacy and The Joint Commission 

Margherita C. Labson RN, Executive Director Home Care Program, The Joint Commission 
 

With so much focus on accreditation for specialty pharmacies by URAC, CPPA and other 
organizations, this session will provide attendees with a quick overview of The Joint 
Commission standards and survey process relative to specialty pharmacy. 

 
4:15 p.m. Open Discussion 
 
5:00 p.m. Day 1 Wrap-up 
 
6:00 p.m. Networking Dinner 

Culinary Dropout 
 

Join us in a great dining experience at Culinary Dropout.  Culinary Dropout is a little gastropub 
rebel child that breaks all the rules with its uniform-free staff and relaxed, soulful ambiance.  
The restaurant is located in a converted industrial space that once housed a citrus packing 
factory that includes a modern covered patio and lawn games area featuring classics like ping-
pong, corn hole and foosball. 

 
 
Tuesday, February 13, 2018 
8:30 a.m. Contract Pharmacy Strategies: 

How to Expand your Pharmacy Services into the Community 
Keith Hanchey, Managing Director, Navigant Consulting 

 
There are strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats to utilizing a contract pharmacy to 
expand your pharmacy services into the community.  Some healthcare institutions have 
maximized the ability to develop relationships with additional pharmacies to expand services 
while others are overly cautious in forming these types of relationships.  In this session, 
attendees will be provided with an overview of contract pharmacy use by hospitals and IDNs, 
as well as, potential financial ramifications. 

 
9:30 a.m. Specialty Pharmacy Data Evolution:  Data Requirements Now and into the Future 
  Jerry Buller, Director, Specialty Pharmacy Services, Vanderbilt Medical Center 
 

Data collection and reporting is one of the most critical components of ensuring a hospital’s 
ability to be recognized as a specialty pharmacy.  Data is what shows the manufacturers and 
the payers that you are ensuring patient requirements are being met.  This session will provide 
the attendees perspective on data requirements of the past and what is expected now and into 
the future. 
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10:30 a.m. Morning Break 
 
10:45 a.m. Specialty Pharmacy’s Role in the Transitions of Care: A Panel Discussion 
 Jeff Moreland, CEO/Chief Patient Officer, Patient Engagement Advisors 

Jake Olson, President/CEO, Skywalk Pharmacy 
 

Specialty pharmacy is not an island by itself, mutually exclusive of healthcare and other 
pharmacies; it is the future of pharmacy practice.  With specialty pharmacies being required to 
support on-going patient management to gain access and reimbursement for medications, 
specialty pharmacy is establishing itself as a key player in the transition of care process. This 
session will look at the role of specialty pharmacy and how it can be utilized to facilitate and 
manage the transition of care process at a healthcare institution. 

 
12:15 p.m. Adjourn 


